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Lisa Joannis

A special mecting, December 10, allowed the
Avlmer Health Co-operative to give its members a
progress report, and maks amendments to bylaws. said
Co-op vice-president; Pierre Beaudry, “Welve con-
lirmed the partnership between the ‘medical and pro-
fessiomal staff at the Aylmer/Lucerne medical clinic
and the Aylmer Health Co-op” said Mr Beaudry.
“Eflcerive January 1. 2004, we're starting operations.”
The bwlding became the property of the Co-op on
December 1.

The Co-op plans, with the help of members and
community partnerships, to offer new equipment and
services for patients et the clinic, hoth members and
non-members. The first ilems on the list are equipment
to monitor pulmonary and cardiac illnesses, 'Those reg-
istered in the co-op will have reduced costs for the new
services, some of which are not covered by provincial
health insurance. Mr Beaudry notes that offering these
additional services will help recruit doctors to work al
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“A lot of people ask if joming means they will get
a family doctor.” said thi vice-president. “The answer
is niot vet, bul as we recruil new doctors the number of
those on & waiting list will diminish.” So far. he said.
the Cp-op has started negotiations with an Ottaws
physician who intends to move 1o Quebec and join the
clinic, and an internwill join the stall in the new year.
“He will be working particularly at the Monastery, and
eventually the clinic,” said Mr Beaudry. Another

doctor from Quebec’s north shore has shown interest,
he said.

There are now close 10 200 members in the Co-op.
“We have aboul 20 Lo 30 new registrations sach week,
and we're not actively recruiting yel,” said Mr Beaudry.
“We will start more seriously in January.” The hope, he
said. is 10 have about 3500 members by the end of

ylmer Health Co-op buys me lcal building

2004, most of which will be from the existing
patient list. “That’s the reason for the passive recrull-

- ing mode so far to give these patients a chance Lo

register,” he explaned.

The Co-op is also negoliating partnerships. with
local businesses. "We are looking at dilferent ways o
get dollars in the communily for health services™ he
saidd. Since prevention is another aspect of health the
Co-op is exploring, agreements have been made with
Florida Fitness and Sol for member discounts,

The board of directors is also looking at financing
from the local development agency (CLDY) and the fed-
eral govetnment. “Wo've met with MP Marcel Prouls,
who showed a high level of interest in the project,” said
Mr Beaudry. Board members include president
Jacques Coulombe, Pierre Joannis, secretary, Frangois
Juneaw. treasurer, and Guy Benoit. interim director.




